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RE a eer meas 


Of Erections, and ELECTION-JoBBERS. 


But write him down a Slave, who humbly proud, 

With Prefents begs Preferment from the Crowd : 

That early Suppliant, who falutes the Tribes, 

And fets ‘the Mob to fcramble for bis Bribes. Drypen. 


OME of the greateft and beft-policied States’ havgif been undermin’d by 
S imperceptible Degrees, Corruptions gradually introdgjd, and in Appearance, 
too trifling to merit Attention, have, in Procefs of Tinge; fapp’d the Bafis of the 
wifeft Conftitution, and Jaid the moft populous Nations in Ruin. A People tenacious 
of their Liberty, fhould therefore be rather more apprehenfive of /ecret Machinations, 
than ofen Attacks upon their Privileges. The Thruft of a Duellif# may be parried, but 
who can repel the Stab of an Affaffin ? No Man who has projected the Subverfion of 
his Country, will employ Force and Violence, till he has, by fowing the Seeds of 
Corruption, ripen’d it for Servility and Acquiefcence: He will conceal his Defign, till he 
fpies an Opportunity of accomplifhing his Iniquity by a fingle Blow.---Our natural Love 
of Freedom, and Averfion to Reftraint, render every vifible Attempt upon our Liberty, 
always precarious, and generally abortive. But tho’ we keep a watchful Eye on flagrant 
Oppreffions, we are wholly inattentive to fubdolous and well-diffembled Encroachments. 
While we endeavour to efcape the roaring Lion, who threatens immediate Deftruction, 
we receive a mortal Sting from the wilely Serpent, that lies concealed beneath a Bed of 
Rofes. If we credit the Poets, the Syrens deftroyed more Lives by their melodious 
Enchantments; than all the Race of Cyclops by their undifguifed Ho/lilities. Inftead of 
ufing Compulfion, the Devil is reprefented by Milton, as effecting the Seduction of Eve, 
by the foothing Arts of Adulation and Blandi/bment. 

Every Privilege we part with is an Acceleration of our Ruin: Nor is the feeming 
Minutenefs of the Surrender, a Reafon for confenting to the Lofs. A good C&conomitt 
comprizes Pence and Farthings in his Calculations ; and a wary Merchant confiders a 
Negligence in Trifles as ominous of a total Bankruptcy. 


I HAVE often confidered our Practice of making Intereft for Elections, and 
intoxicating the People to influence their Voices, with equal Grief and Indignation. It 
may claim the Authority of Cuftom, but it is a perilous Invafion of our conftitutional 
Privileges.8 The Freedom and Independency of Eleétions, is one of the chief Bulwarks 
of Britifh Liberty : But without a voluntary and unbiafs’d Choice of our Reprefentatives, 
We are governed by Laws enacted without our Confent. It has a Tendency to render 
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the People venal, vicious, infenfible of private Virtue, and of public Glory or Difgrace. 
It creates Ili-Blood, promotes Diffention, and tranfmits Hatred and Difcord from 
Generation to Generation. It is attended with innumerable Evils, and may lay the 
Foundation of the moft infamous Thraldom. How groundlefs foever thefe Sufpicions 
may appear to the inconfiderate Multitude , the very Reflection is enough to make a 
thoughtful Man melancholy. ‘Tho’ it may feem meer Fafhion and Cuftom to EleAig. 
‘Jobbers, who may perhaps quote Prefcription in their Vindication ; I cannot diflemble 
my Apprehenfions, that probably he xuga feria ducant in Mala, and what is Play to 
them, may, eventually, prove Death to Pofterity. 


In thofe free Governments of old, whofe Hiftory we fo much admire, and whofe 
Examples we think it an Honour to imitate ; a Man would have fuffered Death fog 
fuch an iniquitous Attempt. 


In Rome there once happened a great Scarcity of Provifion : One Spurius Meus, 
a Man of vaft Opulence, intending to turn the public Diftrefs to his private Advantage, 
bought up a great Quantity of Corn. This, under Pretence of Charity, he diftributed 
gratis among feveral poor Families in the City: But the Thing reaching the Ears 
of the Senate, they judged it a Matter of fo great Importance, that they appointed a 
Dictator (which was never done but where the Safety of the State was concerned, 
before the Time of Junius Casar) to enquire into the Reafon of this Proceeding, 
The Diétator fummon'd Spurius Mettvus to anfwer ; and difcovering that he had 2 
Defign upon public Offices, and took this Method of infinuating himfelf into the good 
Opinion of the People before he would declare himfelf; he was by the Dictator 
condemned to die, and executed accordingly. Thus fell that fubtle Infinuator, a 
righteous Sacrifice to thofe Laws which he endeavoured to enervate, by biaffing the 
Voices of his Countrymen ! 


Tue Liberties of Rome, that original Soil of Freedom, were built upon as furea 
Foundation as thofe of Britain: Yet as foon as Bribery predominated in Elections, and 
the People were feduced by the Intrigues and Largeffes of artful Candidates, te 
Government became arbitrary ; and that celebrated People who had been {0 jealous 
their Liberties, and fo averfe to the very Shadow of Tyranny, continued, for may 
dreadful Ages, the Slaves of a bloody Succeffion of Emperors, of their rapacigw 
Favourites, of. their Minions, their Pimps and Pandars. 


How often has a whole County been turned topfy-turvey, by making Intereft againft an 
approaching Election ? How often have the Votes of the People been purchafed in the 
Face of the Sun, and without the leaft Endeavour to conceal the Bribery ? And how 
feldom are the Qualifications of the Candidates confidered by the Electors ? Sometimes 
a few leading Men will occafion univerfal Confufion and Mifrule, in order to fhew their 
Influence : And at other Times for the meer Sake of Oppofition. To thefe the People, 
more like a Herd of Slaves, than a Society of Freemen, fubmit with the greateft Paflivity. 
Submit in what? In a Matter the moft momentous, and of general Cancern,---l9 
delegating Legiflative Authority, to Men with whofe Merit they are wholly unacquainted, 
and whofe Characters they never examined : Nay, often to Men who are a Difhonour ® 
the Species,---human Beings in Shape, and inferior to fome of the Brute Creation in Le 
Faculties of the Mind. I might here take Occafion to expatiate on that refped Policy 
practis’d in fome Colonies, of fending blank Commiffions previous to Eleétions, to U# 


re(pective Court-Sycophants of each County ; but that is a Subjeét which I fhall referv 
for a future Paper. 
"Tis 
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Tis the Opinion of Mr. Rapin, that there is no forming a true Judgment of the 
Senfe of the People, by the Choice of their Reprefentatives: But tho’ this Affertion 
may be too general, fure I am, that People who are tampered with before an 
Elestion, and allured to fell their Voices for Beer and Brandy, are not left to their 
pwn voluntary and uncorrupted Determination. 


Wuewn a People are reduced to fucha miferable State of Depravity, it is almoft 
impoffible they fhould long preferve that Love of Liberty, which always was, and I 
hope ever will be, the diftinguifhing Charatteriftic of Englifomen. This can only be 
affected by keeping alive the Spirit of public Liberty in the Body of the People, and 
inflicting exemplary Punifhments upon whomfoever introduces Venality, and paves the 
Way to Vaflalage and Corruption. 

’Tis true, we confent to become the fupple Tools of Candidates, and agree to be 
inebriated out of our Senfes. But are Shame and Servitude the lefs opprobrious, 
becaufe they are of our own procuring ? Or will a voluntary Renunciation of our 
Liberty, attone for its Lofs ? To a Man of Reflection, it will rather aggravate the 
Calamity. That our felves were acceflary to our own Undoing, muft fwell the 
Anguith of our Bondage, ‘and render the Horror of our Guilt, the more exceeding 
horrible. Rather than commit Suicide, I would fall by the Hands of the moft mercilefs 
Robber. What! exchange an ineftimable Jewel for a brutal Caroufe, and fell my Voice 
for a Pound of Beef! No, if I muft lofe my Liberty, let it be as ty Fire. Let me fell 
it at the deareft Rate, and ftruggle while there is a Glimmer of Hope for its Prefervation. 
Then thal I at leaft, enjoy the Satisfaction of having refifted, while Refiftance was 
available ; and that I was at length not fo properly conquered 2s over-powered. But 
fell my Birth-right for a Song, and barter away my greateft Privilege for a Treat, or a 
Frolick ! This, indeed, is aftonifhing Madnefs, and more than brutal Stupidity. 


To afk a Man for his Vote, is a Confeffion in the Candidate, that he is fufpicious 
of his own Merit. ’Tis a Proof of his Apprchenfions, that the Serfe of the Public is 
againft him. Why elfe fuch hawking of Liquor, and purchafing of Intereft? Why all 
that Servility and Abafement, to a Fellow he wou’d not give a Shilling to fave from the 
Gallows, the Moment he has carried his Point? It proceeds from a Man’s Ignoranct of 
the Dignity of his Nature, not to refent fo outrageous an Infult on his Honour and 
Confcience. Was he duly fenfible of the Affront, he would apply a Handful of Dirt to 
that impudent Mouth, which, under the fpecious Pretence of afking a Favour, 
infinuated his Meanefs, and called him a Scoundrel. 


To afk a Man’s Vote, is a tacit Declaration that he acts from Caprice, and abandons 
his Reafon. But to wheedle him into a Choice againft his Inclination, by Treats and 
Frolicks, is downright Bribery and Corruption. Up then, for Shame, my Countrymen, 
and vindicate the Dignity of your high-born Natures ; exert yourfelyes and be Men, 
Dare to follow the honeft Ditates of your own Hearts. Dare to think for yourfelves, 
and fcorn to be bought and fold. Scorn to give up your Liberty for Scraps and Offals, 
for Wine and Brandy ; and defpife the Men, who, by artful Infufions, and infidious 
Harangues, offer to warp or debilitate your Judgement. Lavifh not, with A’sop’s Cock, 
a precious Pearl for a worthlefs Barly-Corn ; but teftify a juft Abhorrence of fo infolent 
an Attempt, not only in Regard to your own Honour, but to preferve pure and 


inviolate, 





-- “© The Laws, the Rights, 
“ The generous Plan of Power, deliver’d down, 
“ From Age to Aze by your renown'd Forefathers ; 
“© (Se dearly bought, the Price of fo much Blood.” ) 
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Ix this Article, be not ambitious of rivalling your Mother-Country, but chearfully 
refign the ignominious Trophy, and glory in an Integrity, immoveable and immaculate. 
Tranimit to your Pofterity, your ineftimable Privileges.---Privileges little prized while 
poflefied, but fruitle(sly to be deplor’d, fhould they be ravifh’d from you ; and with 
aggravated Lamentation, that you loft them by your own ridiculous Collufion. Ina 
Word, let your Choice be free as Air, and fcorn to be either brib’d, or dram’d, or 
frolick’d, or bought, or coax’d, or threaten’d out of your Birth-right. 

You, etpecial.y, my Fellow-Citizens, ought to be above accepting any Confideration 
for your Voices, net only from a Confcioufnefs of your native and political Dignity; 
but alfo irom a Senfe of Gratitude, one of the moft amiable of Virtues. Your 
Reprelentatives have, generally, ferv’d you gratis : That Time which they might have 
gainfully employed in their private Bufinefs, they have generoufly devoted to you and 
their Country ; ; in planning your Laws; confulting your Welfare, and advancing 
your Happinefs. “Twas, therefore, unreafonable, unmanly, ungrateful, to load them 
with the additional Expence of popular Feftivity, and coftly Revels. 

I wou'd not be underftood by any Thing before advanc’d, that I thought it poffible 
for any Part of his Majefty’s Dominions to be totally bereft of their Liberty, either by 
Corruption in Elections, or the Oppreffion of Governors, fince we may refort for 
Redrefs to the Fountain of Juftice, before whom every fuch Attempt muft be blafted, 
and the wicked Author meet with the Vengeance due to his Crimes. But the 
Miferies of this and a neighbouring Province, under -the wild and ftormy Adminiftration 
of Cost and Cornbiry, Campbell and Carteret, are fufficient Proofs of the Folly of 
fuffering ourfelves to be reduced to the Neceffity of appealing to our Sovereign, while 
we can preferve our Privileges without fo difficult an Application. 

Nor would I be underftood to infinuate, that our former Members, who have 
ireated the People either before or after an Eleétion, intended to bribe them. Iam 
confident it would be an injurious Reflection on their Characters. As the Practice had 
btained the Sanction of Cuftom, they might, incautioufly, have flid into it, meerly 
for the Sake of following the Mode. Nay, they might have done it to avoid the 
Reputation of avaricious, for not rivalling the Liberality and Expence of their 
Predoceflors: But by whatever Means they were furpriz’d into an Action fo pregnant 
with Mifchief, "tis humbly to be hop’d that none of our future Candidates will 
imitate fo pernicious an Example. On the Contrary, ’tis the With of every Lover 
of his Country, that they adopt the Conduct of a late Member, whofe Name, 
had I the Liberty to mention it, fhould, on this Occafion, be remembred with 
fuitable Applaufe. This elevated Spirit, difdaining to owe his Election to the 
Diftribution of his Largefles, or the Solicitations of Intereft, but folely to the free 
and uninfluenc’d Voice of his Country ; with a noble Singularity, burft the Fetters of 
Cuftom, and inftead of fquandering his Money in debauching his Fellow-Subjects, 
charitably delivered it to the Overfeers of the Poor for more valuable Purpofes. Thus, 
inftead of being ftung with uneafy Reflections for corrupting his Countrymen, he 
advanced into Dignity, with the glorious Satisfaction of relieving the Miferable, of 
raifing the drooping Head of Poverty, and infufing Joy and Tranfport into the Bofom 
of the wailing Widow, and the helplefs Orphan. Zz. 
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New-Yorn : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice in Beaver-Street, 
by whom Letters to the Author are carefully de. delivered. 
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